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Jan. 3, 2020 

FOIA Officer 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 6  

Dallas, Texas 

 

FOIA REQUEST 

Dear FOIA Officer: 

Following up on my previous FOIA requests, EPA-R6-2019-008682 and 

EPA-R6-2019-009084, I request any correspondence, electronic or 

otherwise, regarding the 2016 TRI-EPCRA-313 enforcement action 

against Valero's Oklahoma refinery.  

This would include emails to and from the following EPA accounts:  

Michael Barra 

Nathaniel Moore 

Mark Potts 

Morton Wakeland 

Sam Coleman  

Corresponding with (to or from) the following Valero accounts: 

Parker Wilson 

Suzanne Murray 

Kevin Lassahn VP & General Manager 

Lyndon Turner 

Greg Elliott 

And the following EPA accounts: 

Ryan Jackson 

Susan Bodine 

Patrick Traylor 
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Which emails include the search terms "Valero," "Ardmore" or 

"refinery." The time frame for this request is Jan. 1, 2017 to the present. 

In addition, I request any document recording or documenting the 

closing of the case, and any complaint ever drafted or filed in the case. 

I would like to receive the information in electronic format, or review the 

records in the office where they are kept.  

  

If my request is denied in whole or part, I ask that you justify all deletions by 

reference to specific exemptions of the act. I will also expect you to release all 

segregable portions of otherwise exempt material. I reserve the right to appeal 

any such decision. 

 

If you are considering withholding or redacting any of the responsive 

documents, I would note that to qualify for Exemption 5 a document must be 

both "predecisional" and "deliberative," not simply one or the other. Also, it 

applies only to "deliberative documents" and, consequently, it generally does 

not cover factual material or factual portions of otherwise deliberative 

documents. 

If any portion of the requested records is withheld, please provide an index of 

those documents as required under Vaughn v. Rosen, 484 F.2d 820 (D.C. Cir. 

1973), cert. denied, 415 U.S. 977 (1972), with sufficient specificity "to permit 

a reasoned judgment as to whether the material is actually exempt under 

FOIA" pursuant to Founding Church of Scientology v. Bell, 603 F.2d 945, 

959 (D.C. Cir. 1979), and “describ[ing] each document or portion thereof 

withheld, and for each withholding it must discuss the consequences of 

supplying the sought-after information.” King v. U.S. Department of Justice, 

830 F.2d 210, 223-24 (D.C. Cir. 1987). 

  

Please waive any applicable fees. Release of the information is in the public 

interest because it will contribute significantly to public understanding of 

environmental enforcement. 

  

In any event, as a representative of the news media I am only required to pay 

for the direct cost of duplication after the first 100 pages. Through this 

request, I am gathering information on federal environmental enforcement. 

This information is being sought on behalf of E&E News for dissemination to 
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the general public. Any resulting news article will be available to the public 

for free or with a subscription. 

  

As I am making this request as a journalist and this information is of timely 

value, I would appreciate your communicating with me by telephone or email, 

rather than by mail, if you have questions regarding this request. 

  

I look forward to your reply within 20 business days, as the statute requires. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

  

  

Very truly yours, 

 

 

Mike Soraghan 

Reporter 

E&E News 

801 N. Trade St.  

Winston-Salem, N.C., 27101 

msoraghan@eenews.net 

202-709-3699 (desk and mobile) 
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